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ISABELLA   OF  VALOIS,

SURNAMES  THE  LITTLE  QUEEIT,

SECOND CONSORT OF EIOHAED IL

RICHABD n., whose principal fault was preferring the in-
dulgence of his private feelings to the public good, could
not find it in his heart to give his loved queen a successor of his
own age, although the failure of heirs made his reign unquiet.
He espoused a young girl, thinking that by the time she grew up
his regret for his lost wife might have subsided. The princess
whose hand he demanded was Isabella of Yalois, the eldest daughter
of Charles YL, king of France, and Isabeau of Bavaria, born at
the Louvre, 1387, consequently, in 1395 she was but eight years
old. The realms of England and France were still nominally at
war. Richard II. was very anxious for peace, so was the king of
France. Unfortunately, peace was very unpopular with the feudal
nobles of England, who had been accustomed to carry on preda-
"tory warfare for more than half a century. The king's uncle,
Thomas, duke of Gloucester, violently opposed both the peace and
the French, marriage.

The little princess amused the court of France by the pretty
gravity she assumed when practising the part of a queen, and
the readiness of her reply to the English ambassador, who officially
demanded her consent to be B/ichard II.'s consort: " that she will-
ingly consented, because she had heard that if queen of England,
she should be a very great lady."

King Bdchard promised that if a peace could be agreed upon,
he would come to Calais and espouse young Isabella, receiving her
there from the hand of her father. Such stormy contradiction
occurred in the English council of state to both propositions, that
king B/ichard was forced to buy off the opposition with large sums
from his impoverished exchequer. His uncle, Gloucester, who was
at the head of it, withdrew Ms denial for a bribg of 50,000 nobles,
and a pension to his son, Humphrey, of 2000 per annum. All the
terms were then unanimously agreed upon; the difficult point of